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ContactWelcome

Welcomedear reader,

Helloand thank youfor pickingup this,
the latest editionof the EastKentDrinker
Magazine.Our collaborative publication
embracesthe area of EastKent from the
Isleof Sheppy,Canterbury,the coastal
townsofThanet and along the coast to
Sandwichand Dover.In thisedition we
also feature somenewsfrom Maidstone
and MidKentBranchand Medway
Branch.
CAMRA’smissionas ever is to connect

Pubs,Pints and People.In our small
way wehope to shinea lighton our
local beer scene:the breweries,drinking
establishmentsand above all people;the
hard-working brewers,publicansand their
customers.In these difficult times,with
financialand other factorsthreatening all
cornersof the industry,we needto come
together to promote andpreserveour
Pubs,Pintsand People.
Join usthen to see what ishappening

inour special,often forgotten corner of
the country.It isnot alldoom and gloom.
Theindustry isconstantly evolvingand
innovating inresponseto economic
headwinds.New pubs and breweriesare
opening,following and leadingnewtastes
and trends.
After all,there isnothing quite like

meeting and interacting withfellowsouls
over a foamingglassof your particular
fancy.
Cheersone andAll.
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Swale Branch
It seemsto havebeena steadycoupleof months
sincethe last issuewithnot a great deal of change
inthe area.There are,however,a fewsnippets of
information whichyoumay ormay not haveheard.
OnSheppey,The Highlander,MinsterVillage.Timothy
Taylor iscurrently onsale.Excellentcondition and
supervalueat only £3.0a pint.There arealsoa
newpair of balconiesoffering extensiveviewsover
Sheppeyto the mainland.Weunderstand,at the time
of writing,that a snackbar iscurrentlybeingset up.
More newsaswehave it.
Firedamage hasbeencausedto part of the beer
garden and perimeter fencing at TheHeightsofAlma
inAlma Street,Sheerness.Whilst the damage isnot
too severeto the pubgarden,a number of adjoining
gardensand property wereseverelyimpacted.No
lossof tradingwasreported.

June 1st.Therewasa fire at
TheSeaside,PH inMinster on
Sheppey.The issuewasat the
rear of thepremisesbut was
quicklybrought undercontrol
by thefirebrigade.Again,
trade hasnot been impacted
at thepub.

Popular landlord,Neil‘Rock’ Webb,has sold The
Pilots Rest inSheernessto Richard and RoseCarroll.
Changeover willbe duringthe month ofJune to
ensurea steady transition.The PilotsRest isthe
current SwalebranchCiderpub of theyear sothe new
incumbentshavebig boots to fill.
InIwade,the only village pub,The Woolpackhad
closed dueto the previous licenseeretiring.However,
the newownerswillbe openingthe pubat the endof
June. Theformer head of TheSpyglassand Kettle in
Gillinghamisset to take thehelmand willoffer both
food andwet sales.

InFaversham,The Bank,is a newventure from craft
brewerTimeand Tide,has recentlyopened asa

PubNews

taphouse andNeopolitan style cuisinebar inthe
former Lloyds bankon CourtStreet.Whilst,cask ale
isnot onoffer,the breweryhasa good reputation for
their beer,served from the tap.Open Mon– Sat12:00
to 23:00and Sunday12:00 to 22:30

Canterbury,Whitstable andHerneBay
Branch
TheRoyalOak,BleanCommon,re-opened on 24th
April underwhat isassumedto be anewtenancy
granted to‘The BleanPubCoLtd’.However,the
planningapplication to turn the pubcar park intoa
car washhasnot been withdrawn.Meanwhile Blean
ParishCouncilhave applied to Canterbury City
Councilto have the pub (and its car park) listedasan
Asset of CommunityValue (ACV).
RodneysHead,Herne Bay,despite an undecided
planningapplication dating back to 2024to convert
the formersports pub into 7flats witha rear
extensionfor amicro pub,building workappears to
havestarted.
TheEightBells,Canterbury,according to estate
agents,Everard Colethis muchmissed local,which
hasbeen closedsincethe end of 2025,isback under
offer.Sources tell usthe proposed buyer isa publican
and intendsto runthe pubasa freehouse.
The ButchersArms,
Herne,in an unexpected
but happyturnof events
pioneeringpub owner,
Martyn HillierMBE
hashandedover the
reinsof thiscelebrated
micropub to local
businessmanand
regular,Paul Monroe,who isalso rumoured to be in
the processof acquiringthe restof the building.
TheOldCoachand Horses,Harbledown,at the
second time of askingCanterbury CityCouncilhave
again refusedHarbledown andRoughCommon
ParishCouncil’srequest to list the villagepub asan
ACVwhileowner and local developers,Paul Roberts
andPaulAbbot have2planningapplications to
change the useof the puband builda houseinthe
gardenat the sametime asoffering the pubfor sale
at an excessiveprice. AsEKDgoes to press it has
been revealedthat the pub willreopen inOctober
undera tenancyagreement granted to Shailesh
Dixitwho alsoruns‘TheLocal’ inCockeringRoad,
Chartham.⊲

Pub News

TheButchersArms
FireatTheSeasidePub
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We liketo give back,raising money to support
local and national charities includingThanet
Disabled RidingCentre,RNLI,Breast Cancer
Now! raising £150,000so far.We also organised
a charity day,raising awarenessof Motor
NeuroneDiseaseand making over £1,200for
the charity.

Dover Deal and SandwichBranch
DEAL:The Berry,closed its doors for the last time.
TheEagleTavern,located next to Dealstation,has
added a hand pumpservingGadds’ Number5.The
Bar,located at the top endof theHighStreet,has
opened a small beer garden.The CourtYard,is to
reopen at the beginningof July,followinga firein
January. TheQueenStreet Tap,has also reopened,
but no longservesreal ale.
DOVER:Asa resultof the saleof Beefeater &
BrewersFayrebyWhitbread,The Dukeof York,
Gustonand The Plough,ChurchHoughamhave
closed. The DukeofYorkmay become a Toby
Carvery.An application to change TheMalvernto a
shophasbeenapproved.
FOLKESTONE:Docker Brewery and Bakehouse is
openinga bakery,on the site ofDover’snewcreative
centre andeducation campusonBenchStreet. The
bakery willbe servingDocker beers. It’sexpected to
open inAugust.
SANDWICH:The Fleurde Lishas reopened,following
a longperiod of refurbishment,servingalesfrom
theWantsum brewery.The BarbicanBeerGarden,
situated on the banksof TheStourhasopened,on
the siteof the former QuaysideBar &Grill.
RURAL:TheGrade II
listed Fitzwalter Arms,
Goodnestone,which
closedovera yearago,
hasreopened.A new
micropub, TheCalf
&a Half,has opened
inthe ruralhamlet
of Goldstone,Ash
offeringalesfrom Ramsgateand their ownbottled
cider.Opening hours are from Friday to Sunday.A
planningapplication for changeof useto a carehome
has beensubmitted for TheLighthouse,Capelle
Ferne.Plansincludethe retention of a micropub and
community space.The Dog&Duck,Stourmouth,has
reopened undernewmanagement.

Pub News

TheBouncingBarrel,HerneBay,temporarily closed
by the landlordto carry out buildingwork.
TheKingsHead,Wincheap,Canterbury,closed since
2022and soldinSeptember 2025 the city’soldest
continuouspub isstillundergoing extensiverepairs
and refurbishmentwithscaffold nowerected on the
exterior.

Thanet Branch
TheNewStag inMonkton re-opened on1May after
being closedfor ten months.The Newlandlord isGary
Norton who hasruna numberof different pubs inKent
over the years.AGadd’s caskale isavailable,though
the futureof realbeer dependsondemand.
Therehasbeen aslight lossof caskale available in
Minster-in-Thanet.It hasbeenwithdrawn from The
BellInnand The MonktonandMinster RoyalBritish
Legion Club.ShepherdNeame’s The CrownInnat
Sarrehasalso ceased sellingcask ale
Trigger’sBroom AleHouseopened on Saturday 23
May inBroadstairs,a sweepingchange to what was
the FourCandlesAlehousewith anewname and a
newinterior layout.It isrunby PaulWainwright and
Albert Berry,who also runthe AlbionInnwhichis
twenty feet awayon the other sideof theroad.

TheMagnet,Broadstairs.
NicholaMunnof the Magnet
writes:What a year 2026has
beenso far.Thanks to the
support of ourstaff,locals,
regularsand visitorswewere
runnerup inThanet CAMRA’s
Pubof theyearcompetition

TheMagnet makingustraditional pub of
the year for fiveconsecutiveyears.We alsowon
two categories inKentLife magazineFood &Drink
awards2025:Best Puband Best for Dogsand are
nominated again for 2026.
2026 isgoing to bea bigyear formusicaswe
continueto support Broadstairs BluesBashand
Broadstairs FolkWeek,whichwewillbe apart of this
year again witha stunningarray of musicians.Weare
alsoorganisingthe third year ofBroadstairsJazzfest
whichcontinuesto grow eachyear witha diverseand
talented lineup ofJazzmusiciansand singers.
Wehavea marvellousarray of localand guest
brewerieson offer from IronPier,Kent Brewery,
Romney,Tonbridge and manymore.We regularly
stock realcidersfrom Biddenden,Broadoak &others.

o p e n i n g t i m e s

c o n t a c t

Monday to Thursday
from 1pm

Friday, Saturday and
Sunday from 12pm

07947 984991

Find uson Facebook:
TheBrickfield Micropub

a d d r e s s

80 Herne Bay Road,
Swalecliffe, Whitstable,

CT5 2LX
100 yards from Chestfield

and Swalecliffe Rail
Station

Bus 400 from
Canterbury, Herne Bay

and Whitstable
Busstop 50 yards

from the pub
AccessibilityCompliant

MICROPUB

THETHE
HANDSOMEHANDSOME
SAMSAM

OPENING TIMES
Monday to Thursday

from 1pm
Friday, Saturday and
Sunday from 12pm

ADDRESS
3 Canterbury Road,
Whitstable, CT5 4HJ

10 minutes walk from
Whitstable train station
Onmain bus routes
into Whitstable

CONTACT
07947 984991

Find us on Facebook:
The Handsome
SamMicropub -

Whitstable

TheCalf&aHalf



SUMMER2026 |EKD8 Pub News

Pubof theYear
(POTY) Award

FortheRecord-
NewInnBeer
Festival

KentArea Pubof theYear 2026 Winners
EastKent:TheHaywain,Bramling.
MidKent:TheGeorge,Bethersden.
WestKent:NelsonArms,Tonbridge.

KentCountyPubof the Year2026
Winner
NelsonArms,Tonbridge.

KentClubof the Year 2026
Winner
MardenVillage Club,Marden.

KentCiderPubof the Year
2026 Winner
Prince ofAles,Rainham.

SouthEast RegionalCiderPubof the Year 2026
Candidates
Kent:Prince of Ales,Rainham.
Surrey:ThamesSideBrewery,Staines-upon-Thames
Sussex:Hopp Inn,Selsey.

SouthEast RegionalCiderPub ofthe Year
Winner2026
TheHopp Inn,Selsey.

SouthEast RegionalPubof the Year 2026
Candidates(Deadline 31stJuly).
Kent:NelsonArms,Tonbridge.
Surrey:TheCrown,Horsell.
Sussex:Fox Inn,Felpham.

SouthEast RegionalClubof the Year 2026
Candidates(Deadline 31stJuly).
Kent:Marden Village Club,Marden
Surrey:EghamUnited ServicesClub,Egham
Sussex:Albatross Club(RAFA),Bexhill on Sea

Arranging a 4-day Beer Festival,over the hottest
WhitsunBank Holiday ever,suggests that Katrina,
landlady of the New Inn,prays to the right weather
Gods.For a variety of reasons,it was definitely a
record-breaking weekend.

RecordNo.1:30 degrees Celsius- Phew, wot a
scorcher!
According to the mega-brewery suits,beers like
bitter and mild are old-fashioned. Nobody drinks
these styles anymore.But: Stancill BarnsleyBitter
and OakhamMidnightMildflewout of the door!

RecordNo.2. No other beers sold as fast as these
two,though
Gadds' East Kent IPA (whichcame in third)
pressed them hard.According to the gloom
merchants,pubs (especially those whichare ‘wet-
led’) are finished. Sooo off trend you know,so that
no-one usespubs likethe New Inn.
Really?All weekend the pub/garden was packed.
Somuch for the nay-sayers then.

RecordNo.3. A capacity audience,with plenty of
new faces,alongside the regulars.

RecordNo.4. 38 firkins (2,736pints) were sold
over the weekend,which doesn't include local
cidersand all the beerson offer in the pub on
handpump.
The internation mega brewers would have us
believe that all beer drinkersonly want their bland,
Euro-trash lager. However,it appears that the
suitsare wrong.The records broken at the New
InnBeer Festivalstand testament to the fact that
discerningdrinkersvote with their taste buds.
Cheersto that!
Date for your diaries. The next NewInnBeer
Festival takes place over the August BankHoliday.
Rory Kehoe
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Goody Ales, Herne
There isa great programme of
events at the brewery. Seewww.
goodyales.co.uk/events for a
full list. TheHopmaster’s quiz
resumes inSeptember. Firkins

at FullMoon continues.Enjoy the beers in the
brewery or in the lovely large field. Plenty of
parking,and close to the bus routes. Goody Ales
can be ordered for home delivery,see the website.

NorthdownBrewery,Margate
The acclaimed Squidly Diddly
5.8%IPA wonGold at SE2025
Society of Independent Brewers
and Associates (SIBA)awards
in the cask IPA category.It

then proceeded to win the Bronzeaward
in the National SIBAFinals.A tremendous
achievement.
There is an ever-changing list of cask and keg
beers – always interesting.
TheTap Room is open every week from
Wednesday to Sunday with Hotwood Pizzas
available all weekend.
TheGlastonbrewery beer,musicand food event
will be at the Tap Room on July 25th.MasterChef
Professional finalist Mark
O’Brien willbring his live fire
smokedbarbeque to the
brewery for the event.

Ramsgate Brewery,
Ramsgate

EddieGadd,
the founderand
head brewer
of Gadds’
Ramsgate
Brewery,has

been named theBrewerof
the Year2026 by the All-
Party ParliamentaryBeer
Group (APPBG).
Theprestigious accolade was
presented to Eddieduring

Brewery News

Ina constantly changing world here isglimpse into
just some of what ishappeningwith ourtreasured
local Breweries.

Canterbury Ales,Chartham
At Canterbury Alesweare
strengtheningour team and
investingin the growth of the
brewery.Steve isundertaking
hisLevel 4 brewing qualification

and hisrecent limited edition brew,Owens Court
Gold,was fabulously wellreceived by customers
and drinkersalike.That one willbe back again
soon!Wecontinue to progress withupgrading
the breweryto support growing demand.We are
proud to be workingwith both Chickenstockand
A NewDay festivalsagain thisyear,and to have
supported the CAMRAcharity beer tent at the
recent Canterbury CricketWeek.

Canterbury Brewers &Distillers,
Canterbury

Foundry Stout at 4.1%isa new
permanent addition to the cask
beer rangeof:Foundry Torpedo
4.5%,Foundrymans Gold 4%,
Streetlight Porter 5.8%.A

second releaseof Streetlight SingleMalt Whisky
isalmost here.
DistilledwithinCanterbury’s ancient city wallsand
handcrafted entirelyby Jon,Streetlight already
took home Goldat the WorldWhiskiesAwards.
Thisyear’s release iseven more limited —just 300
individuallynumbered bottles.

ChisletBrewery, Chislet
Thetap room is nowup and
runningand open each Fridayfrom
3 to 6pm

BreweryNews

the APPBG’s annual beer awards dinnerat
Westminster on June 17th,an event attended
by MPs,peers, and leading figures from across
the British drinks sector.The award was
decided by a panel includingrepresentatives
from the BritishBeer and PubAssociation
(BBPA)and the Society of Independent
Brewers and Associates (SIBA).

ShepherdNeame, Faversham
ShepherdNeame hasbeen
named SupremeChampion
FamilyBusinessof the Year at
the National Family Businessof
the Year Awards2026.

ShiveringSandsBrewery, Manston
Situated nearManston airfield,
the brewery isa labour of love for
Gary Gould.
Theexcellentcore range of beers
are: SpringTide 3.8%,Maunsell
Bitter 4.0%,Knock John Amber

4.5%,Estuary Porter 4.5%,Ribersborg Stout 4.7%.
Thebrewery taproom isopen Fridayafternoon
and someSaturdays during the summer.

Time &Tide Brewing,Eastry
Taproom opening hours:
Weekdays 9:00 to 17:00,take
away only
Friday 15:00to 20:00,Saturday

12:00– 20:00with pizzasavailable
Newbeers include Quayside 4.3%Pilsner

Wantsum Brewery,
St Nicholasat Wade

An excitingnewcollaboration
betweenWantsumand Moot
Brewing,called the Invicta Brewing
Project,intends to create a seriesof
beers featuring all-Kent hops.The first

brewwill feature the Ernesthop.
Thebeerswillbe released to pubs/micros across

Kent from 24th July.If successful,this willbecome
an annualevent andmay involveother Kentish
breweries.

Two newseasonal specials coming up in August:
East vWest Coast IPA’s,each using the same
malt and hopsbut withdifferent yeast varietiesto
showcasethe difference instyles.

Thestandard range of beersbrewed are:
More’s Head 3.7%Hoppy Bitter; 13813.8%

Session IPA;Black Prince 3.9%Mild; Imperium 4.0%
Best Bitter; Montgomery 4%AmericanPale Ale;
Hurricane 4.5%NewWorld IPA.

Wantsumre-badged someof their existing
beers during the WorldCup.‘Harrikane’and ‘4-2-2
Titude’ have been seenaround.

TheWantsumBreweryTaproom isopen Friday,
Saturday and Sundayall year round

BrewingIndustryNationally
At the endof February,the Society of Independent
Brewersand Associates (SIBA)reported that,
on 1January 2026,there were 1,578breweries
operating in the UK.Thiscompares with 1,715on1
January 2025 and 1,828on 1January 2023.This
demonstrates a net closurerate of almost three
breweriesa week.SIBApoint out that levelsof
taxation and the restrictionsof the tied house
system are the main causes.

Brewery News

EddieGaddrecievinghisaward
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BeereventsinandaroundKent
East Kent Railway Beer &Cider
Festival2026
East KentRailway,
Shepherdswell/Eythorne,
Saturday,29th - Monday,
31stAugust 2026

East MallingBeer and Cider
Festival2026
East MallingResearchCentre,
East Malling,Saturday,
5th September2026

Faversham HopFestival
2026 inc.CAMRABeerTent
FavershamTown Centre,
Saturday,5th - Sunday,6th
September 2026

Seekent.camra.org.uk/diaryand localbranchdiaries for latest updates

15th SPAValley RailwayBeer
Festival2026
SpaValleyRailway,TunbridgeWells,
Thursday,15th - Sunday,18th
October 2026

Time &Tide RisingTide Craft Beer
Festival2026
CanterburyCathedralLodge,
Canterbury,Friday,16th - Saturday,
17thOctober 2026

GADDS’Green HopLaunch
Ramsgate Brewery,Broadstairs,
Saturday 19thSeptember 2026

Green HopFestival
TheRamsgateBrewery&Taproom,
Broadstairs,Saturday,10th October
2026

Real Ale Finder.com
Check us out on

THENEWINN

7 REAL ALES

BEER GARDEN
LOCAL CIDERS

The New Inn is a fully independent, friendly and welcomingfree house offering
an eclectic mix of well kept ales & ciders, whiskies from around the world and
a large select ion of gins.

follow the New Inn on facebook.
@thenewinncanterbury

CANTERBURYAND DISTRICT CAMRA
PUB OF THE YEAR 2017, 2018 & 2022DON’T MISSOURAUGUSTBEERFESTIVALFRIDAY28th - MONDAY31st AUGUST

CCIIDDEERRSS -- MMUUSSIICC

EST.2015. SEAVIEW.

2MARINEDRIVE,
MARGATECT9 1DH

MON- THU3PM- 10PM
FRI - SUN1PM- 10PM

GOODCONVERSATION.
CASK ALE - GIN - WINE - CIDER

BEERFROM£4
CIDERFROM£4.50
WINE FROM£5

5 MINUTEWALKFROMTRAIN STATION
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Dover, DealandSandwich
CAMRANews

At the recent BranchAnnual GeneralMeeting, A BranchSocialwitha Surprise.
BranchChairMartin Atkins stepped down.
Hewasthanked for hissterlingwork for the

branchover the past 30 yearsor so.
Martin becameChairshortly after joiningthe branch.
Ina long career helaunchedChannelDraught in
1999,becomingeditor,producer and distributor for
many years.Heproduced both branch newsand
original contributions underthe pseudonymof Old
Wort.His involvement in the White CliffsFestivalof
Winter Ales,was remembered.He was invariably
found inthe Mayor’sParlour,nicknamed “Martin’s
Counting House”.
Martin hasbeen a longstandingmember of the
Beery Boaters,whose social activities graced the
pages of ChannelDraught for many years.
Tony Wells,PubsOfficer and Webmaster,was
voted inas the newBranchChair.

DDSBranchThirstThursdaysare typical
CAMRAsocials – CAMRA members turn up,
CAMRA members drink a fewpints of real ale,
CAMRAmembers go home.
However,on the 5th ThirstThursdayof 2026,
the landlord had a pleasant surprisefor us.
GrahamBevan,landlord of the Jackdaw
Denton,hearing that Bristol Beer Factory
Independence had been crowned CAMRA’s
ChampionBeer of Britain arranged delivery of
a minikeg to the pub.Although not a real ale,it
gave the 12CAMRAmembers who turned up a
chance to try this yummy,award-winning ale.
Graham invitedmembers to make a voluntary
donation for their beer,raising a verywelcome
£90 for the KentAir Ambulance.

Deal, Dover &Sandwich News

MarkAtkins

BranchmembersatTheJackdaw,Denton
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CAMRAnamestheChampion
Beerof Britain 2026

The ChampionBeerof
Britian isthe highesthonour
CAMRAcanbestow upona

brewer,putting the winnerfirmly in
both the UK-wideandinternational
spotlight.The award isthemost
soughtafter andwell-respected
caskbeer competition inthe world.
Thecompetition isfiercely

independent withjudgingtaking
two yearsto complete.Each year
kicksoff with individualnominations
fromCAMRAmembersand
volunteer tasting panels,then
regional competitions.Every round
of judging,including the finalat
Cambridge Beer Festival,usesa
strict blindtasting policy.

Gold:The 2026 Championis
Independence(ABV4.6%),

a premiumpale ale by
BristolBeer Factory

Supreme
Champion

Bronze:Alfie’sRevenge (6.5%)
from Driftwood SparsBrewery,

StAgnes, Cornwall

Silver:Wildcat (ABV5.1%) from
CairngormBrewery,Aviemore,

Inverness-shire

Runners-up:
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Now in its 54th edition,
CAMRA’sGood
Beer Guide is the

UK’sdefinitive guidebook
to good pubs servinggreat
real ale. It iscompletely
independent, with listings
refreshed and revised
by CAMRAmembers. It
features over 4,500 pubs,
a uniquebrewery listing
covering 1,700breweries and 5,000 beers plus
information about onsite brewery taprooms to
help you track down the freshest possible pints
right at the source.

Published24th September,you can pre-order
your copy of theGood BeerGuide2027 now at
shop1.camra.org.uk/product/the-good-beer-
guide-2027/ or https://orlo.uk/Z6V6r

TheGoodBeer
Guide

EachSeptember
Kent welcomes
the arrivalof a

newwave of GreenHop
beers,one of the county’s
most distinctiveand
eagerly awaited seasonal
traditions.

Unlikedried hops, green
hops are used fresh,right off the hop bines,giving
beers a distinct character and freshnessquite
different from conventionally brewed ales.These
seasonal brews have grown over the past few
decades into a keenlyanticipated annual event,
with most Kent breweriesnow producing at least
one GreenHop beer —andmany others across
the country joining in.

Keep an eye out for these uniqueKentishbeers
while they are around,before they vanishfor
another year.

GreenHopBeers

Lookingfor great
pubs,clubsand
beers?

Look no further thanCAMRA’swebsite– offering
a singleportal into a worldof pubs,beer &
brewingand cideraswellas local and national

campaigningactivities.
At thecore isa one-of-a-kind pubandbeerfinder

tool. Thisenables youto search CAMRA’svast
database of pubs,maintained by 145,000members,
to find pubs,view openinghours,mealtimes and beers.
Youcancheckon facilitiesand featuresoffered to
makeyourtrip complete.

TheCAMRAwebsite alsoenablesyou to:
• ExploreCAMRA’svibrant beer festivals.
• Shopfor popular titles,including the renownedGood
BeerGuide.

• Readselectedarticlesfrom the onlinenewspaper:
What’s Brewing.

• Findout allabout CAMRAand its campaigningand
socialactivities.

• Usethe Learn &Discover website,to learnmore
about beer,brewing,cider making andbrewing
history.

And whynot become a CAMRA
member?

You’llopen upa worldof extra features,
information and knowledgeon the website. You
can searchGood Beer Guide(GBG)recommended
pubsand planitineraries.Youcantake part inbeer
scoring- helpingto select the pubsthat willfeature
inthe nextGBGs.
BecomingaCAMRAmember pays for itself.Each

year you’llreceive£30 of realale vouchers,benefit
from freeentry to CAMRAfestivals,get member-
exclusiveoffersand discountsfrom pubsand partners
and receivetheir award-winningBEERmagazine.

Enter your details and complete the Direct Debit form below for a £2 repeating annual
discount and a re-occurring membership.

Pleasepost this direct debit form to our main office address:230 Hatfield Road,St Albans, AL14LW

Join CAMRAtoday
Yoursupport matters

Join with the direct debit
form below, online at
join.camra.org.uk or scan
the QRcode to get started.

✂

Your details (*all fields compulsory)
Title* ...............................Surname* ....................................................................
Forename(s)* .......................................................................................................
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy)* ........................................................................
Address* ................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................
.....................................................Postcode* ........................................................
Email address* ...................................................................................................
Daytime Tel ..........................................................................................................

Partner’s Details (if Joint Membership)
Title ................................Surname ......................................................................
Forename(s) ..........................................................................................................
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) .........................................................................
Email address ......................................................................................................

ThisGuaranteeshouldbedetached
andretainedbythepayer.

The Direct Debit
Guarantee

l ThisGuaranteeisofferedbyallbanksand
buildingsocietiesthatacceptinstructions
topayDirectDebits.

l Ifthereareanychangestotheamount,
dateorfrequencyofyourDirectDebit,
Stripewillnotifyyou2workingdaysin
advanceofyouraccountbeingdebited
orasotherwiseagreed.Ifyourequest
Stripetocollectapayment,confirmation
oftheamountanddatewil lbegivento
youatthetimeoftherequest.

l I fanerrorismadeinthepaymentof
yourDirectDebit,byStripeoryourbank
orbuildingsocietyyouareentitledtoa
fullandimmediaterefundoftheamount
paidfromyourbankorbuildingsociety.

l Ifyoureceivearefundyouarenotentitled
to,youmustpayitbackwhenStripeasks
youto.

l YoucancancelaDirectDebitatanytime
bysimplycontactingyourbankorbuilding
society.Writtenconfirmationmaybe
required.Pleasealsonotifyus.
SetupofDirectDebitInstructionwith
StripeonbehalfofCAMRA.

Direct Debit Instruction
Please fill in the whole form usinga ball point pen and send to:
Campaignfor RealAle Ltd. 230 Hatfield Road,St.Albans,Herts AL14LW
Email:membership@camra.org.uk Telephone:0330 1539924†

Signature

ThedatayouprovidewillbeprocessedinaccordancewithourprivacypolicyinaccordancewiththeGeneralDataProtectionRegulations.
†Callsfromlandlineschargedatstandardnationalrates,costmayvaryfrommobilephones.

Name(s) of Account Holder Billing Address

Bank or BuildingSociety Account Number

Branch Sort Code

Iunderstand that CAMRAhaspartnered withStripe,who collectsDirect Debits
onbehalf of CAMRAand confirmthat Iam the account holder and the only
personrequired to authorize debitsfrom thisaccount.

Postcode

PaymentswillshowasCAMRAMembership
onyourbankstatement.

Alternatively you can join online at join.camra.org.ukorcall 0330 153 9924†(Weekdays 9am to 5pm).
Join today Direct Debit Non DD

Single Membership (UK) £34.00 £36.00

Under 26Membership £25.50 £27.50

Joint Membership £42.00 £44.00
(At the same address)

Joint Under 26 Membership £33.50 £35.50

Please indicate whether youwishto receive our quarterly
award winning magazine BEERby emailORpost: Email Post

Iwishto jointhe Campaignfor RealAle,and agree to abide by the
Memorandum and Articlesof Associationwhichcanbe found onour website.

Signed .................................................................................................................

Date ..............................................Applicationswillbeprocessed within 21days

Iwishto Opt-into GeneralCommunications BranchCommunications
Wewillask for your consent infuture communicationsand youcanlog-into
account.camra.org.ukandedit your membership preferencesat any time.

Concessionaryrates are available only for Under26 Memberships

Wewillprocessyour data inaccordance withour Privacy Policywhichcanbe found
at camra.org.uk/privacy-policy.
We willonly sendyoucommunicationsyouhave consented to,see above tick boxes,
and service-based communications.To manage your fullset of communication
preferences,please visit your onlinemember account at account.camra.org.uk.

camra.org.uk

CAMRAUpdate
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HistoricLondon
PubTrail

Canterburyto London StPancrastakes fifty
sevenminutesby train:when you arrive you
havesomeexcellentpubs to choose from.

Ipicked sixpubs ona circular route,all with
interesting interior featuresand historyand,of
course,a great selectionof localLondon and
national caskales.

TheLamb inLamb’s ConduitStreet opened in
1720.Inthe late 19thcentury it wasre-modelled with
mahogany panelling,etched glassand mirrors.It
isoneof only three London pubsto stillhavesnob
screensaround the bar.These wereinstalled to
prevent customersfrom beingobserved drinkingby
bar staff.The 19thcentury wasa time of discernible
classdivision. Inthe Victorian period actors and
actressesdrank hereafter their showsand thereare
many photographs of them liningthe walls.Now,it isa
popular pubservingYoungsand two other changing
ales.It servesexcellentfood and has friendly,
welcomingbar staff.

ThePerseveranceisthirty seconds away.Originally
called TheSun,this isa Grade IIlisted early 18th
century cornerpub,re-fronted inthe 19thcentury.
After variousnamechangesit became Perseverance
in2005.It retains anoriginal cast ironcolumnby the
bar.A free house,it servesregularly changingalesand

offers a wideselectionof pizzas.
Afive minute walkfinds the Queen’sLarder;a

smallpub on the corner of Queen’sSquare.Its history
canbe traced back to adeed dated 1710stating
analehousewasat that site.It had nonameand
wasrunby variouspeople includinga stationer and
a carpenter.Thecurrentnamearrived inthe latter
part of the reignof KingGeorge III.Hesuffered from
mental illnessandwasbeing treated at a clinicin
Queen’sSquare.Charlotte,his queen,rented the cellar
beneath thepub to store specialdelicaciesfor the
King.Therenaming to TheQueen’sLarder honoured
herdevotion to her husband.Nowit isa popular pub
with three changingalesand servesfood.
Onthe route back to St Pancrasisthe Queen’s

Head inActon Street.A Victorian Grade IIlisted pub
from circa 1764.it wasrefurbished in1889and still
retains the original tiled walls,mirrorsand the central
bowed window.From 2014to 2017there was a
brewery inthe basement.A free house,it offers three
caskalesoften from London breweries.

TheScottishStoresin Caledonian Road isclose to
KingsCross.Built in 1900/01,it isGrade II listed.The
namederivesfrom the Scottishtraders who,when
arriving at King’sCross,hungtheir venisoninthe bar
awaiting sale.It hastypical 20th centuryarchitecture,
a centralbar,elaborate woodencarvingsand stained
glass.Inthe late 20th and early21stcentury it had
a seedyreputation but luckilywasrenovated and
restored in 2015.It isnowa popular independent
family-owned freehouse.
Thelast pub isthe community-owned KingCharles

I inNorthdown Street.Saved in2015,it nowhasan
ACV(asset of community value)awarded in2021.It is
a smallneo-Georgian pub whichwasrebuilt in1937.It
features original interwar panellingand acurvedbar.
A good selectionof caskalesisavailable.No food is
served,though you arewelcometo bring inyour own
from localcafesand restaurants.
Sixpubs insixhours,a great way to spend avery

pleasant afternoon inLondon.
LouiseColeman

KingCharlesI

ThePerseverance
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CELLARMANSHIP-
Somebeerytermsand
howtokeepgoodbeer

Thereare many variations on this topic, but
I tried to keep this concise.Real ale isa
living thing. It contains yeasts but can get

contaminated with other microbes. It needs to
be looked after carefully

Realales are traditionally contained ina cask
(avoid the term “barrel” as that’s a 36-gallon
cask). Thephotos show a firkin (a 9-gallon cask)
sitting on a stillage (the shelving). The cask is
stabilised usingwooden chocks,two at the front
(hypotenusedownwards!)and one at the back.

At the brewery, the brewerswill have sealed
the caskwith a keystone (the circularbit at the
lower left) and a circularshive,the red bit at the
top. The shivehas a depression in the centre, the
tut.This cask hasbeen vented by knocking in the
tut with a mallet and punch. Our preferred punch
is an old car valve,but landlords often usea hard
wood or plastic peg (a hard spile). A porous
wooden peg called a soft spilehas been pressed
gently into the hole to allow excessCO2 gas
to escape – you can see the froth bubblingout
through the spile.

What are the stepsthe landlordneedsto go through
to serve the beer? There are someusefulshort
YouTube videos,see below

• Thecaskneedsto be placedon the stillage,
horizontallyor veryslightly titled,fixed inposition as
above with three chocks,and left for somehours
to settle abit.If there isplenty of room inthe cellar
(usuallythere isn’t)the caskscanbe left for days to
develop flavour

• Irecommend wipingthe keystoneand shivewith
food grade sterilisingsolution,as bitsof them are
going to be knockedinto the beer.

• Venting/spiling: Usea mallet and the punch(with
cloth roundit asbeer canbe lively)to knockthe tut
into thecask. Knockthe soft spilegently into the
hole,as inthe photo above,to allowthe beer to
breathe and to keepout microbes

Cellarmanship Cellarmanship

• Leave the beer for around24hoursto allowthe
sedimentto settle and flavourto develop

• Tap thebeer by knockinga tap inthrough the
keystone. Thephoto below showsbeer witha
tap for servingsimplyby gravity – this ispopular
inmicropubsand beer festivals. Most other pubs
willusetaps whichconnect to beer linesand a
handpump

• Loosen thespilea bit whileserving,or the beer
won’t be able to comeout throughthe tap.Check
the beer isclear (unlessit’smeant to be hazy)and
that it tastesgood

• Usea hardspileto seal the caskwhenthe beer
isnot being served,e.g overnight. Thiskeeps
microbesout and stops too muchCO2escaping,
so the beer doesn’t go flat

• Tilting(stooping) the cask– don’t movethe cask
at all,until it’s about a third full. Thenusethe
chockat the back to tilt about 12º.Beverygentle
so the sediment isn’tdisturbed

• Servethe beerwithin48-72 hoursor itmay gooff
• Whenthe cask isempty,seal the shivewith a

spile,and the keystonewith acork bung

Landlordsoften askushowto get into the Good
Beer Guide.Theanswer:they must serveconsistently
well-keptbeer.
Iasked a couple of successfullandlordswhat they
thought themost important factors were. Inno
particular order:
• Clean,tidy cellar and equipment
• Correct temperature,11-13ºC
• Cleanthe beer lines(the pipeswhichcarry beer

from caskto handpump) ideallyevery time you
change acask. Line-cleaning fluidmust beusedat
least weekly.

• Usea hardspileovernight to maintain condition
• Servethe beer within48-72 hoursof venting,and

check that it isstillOK
GillKeay

www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxsJAE_DZLU
www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlxgJ6HI6vQ
www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7mzvZUA_0U

Patrick O’Neill(2020) Cellarmanship(7thEd)
ISBN978-1-852249-365-3. Only£5 toCAMRAmembers
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Youcan onlysuccessfullymanage a national
organisation withover 220volunteer-run branchesif
youprovide the right support centrally,and CAMRA
isvery good at that. Wehaveaccessto trainingand
learningresources,national pubdata,equipment for
beer festivalsand,as inthe caseof thisarticle,a branch
websitebuilder,appropriately named BeerEngine.

In2025 the Canterbury,Herne Bay &Whitstable
branchelected to setupawebsiteto complement its
existingsocialmedia accounts- Instagram,Facebook
andMeetup. Onceconfigured andpersonalisedto
suit the branch’sneeds,whilst retaining the national
CAMRA‘corporate’ appearance (inourcasepicking
the colour theme,some menuschoicesand the banner
photo of CanterburyCathedralat night)BeerEngine
provided uswith apowerfulcontent management
system(CMS)that wecaneasilypopulate with itemsof
our choice,inparticular newsitems andevent details,
andkeepupdated.

Socialmedia are particularly usefulfor publicising
ourmanyand variedsocialevents,but the website
additionally givesusa platform for highlightingand
recording inmore detail thingsclose to the heart
of CAMRA,forexamplerecording changesto local
licensedpremisesand keepingpub information up-
to-date (LocalPubGuide)for interestedvisitors. We
have includedexplanationsof beer scoringand howa
pub getsselected for theGood BeerGuideand Pub
of the Year,and aMembers’area wheremembers
candownload branchmeeting minutesand other
documents.

Thenational CAMRAsite hasa learningsection and
linksto that siteare inthe branchmenu.Wedon’t want
to duplicate the nationalsite’scontent but one thingwe
have includedisa panel witha linkto the national site,
to helppeople whoareperhapsnew to realalechoose
the taste profileandbeerstylethat suitsthem.

Wealsowork withneighbouringbranches,so often
includelinksto their own eventsinour BranchDiary
section.

Thesite isat canterbury.camra.org.uk-bookmark
it now!

LocalCAMRA
Online

Online

Most CAMRAbrancheshavewebsites,for the local
branchesin EastKentthey canbe foundat:

Thanet:https://thanet.camra.org.uk/
Dover,Deal &Sandwich:https://dds.camra.org.uk/
Swale:https://swale.camra.org.uk/

Peter Riley

CAMRAMembers:Do youwant to know what’sgoing
oninyourbranch?

Manybranchessendout BranchEmailsto let their
members knowwhat’s going on:Events;Campaigns;
Beer Festivals;Tripsto other branchesand soon.If
youwant to knowwhat’sgoing on youneedto make
sureyouhaveopted into receiveBranchEmails(other
optionsare available).Goto https://account.camra.
org.uk,and check yourMarketing Preferences.

Youcanalsoopt-in to receiveBranchEmailsfrom
neighbouringbranches. Just clickon the Branches
option andadd thosebranchesyou are interested in
hearingfrom.
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WhyBeerBottles
ShouldBeBrown

Beerhas come a longway from the days
of wooden casksand leather flagons,
and the questionof howbest to store

it haschallenged people for centuries.Before
pasteurisation,beer spoiled quickly,so it had to
be brewedoften and consumedfast.The idea of
bottling beer wasdeveloped by a monk.He filled
a winebottle from a cask for a picnic,forgot
about it,and later found the beer still fresh.That
was the beginningof bottled beer.
Sealing the bottle was the next hurdle.Brewers

experimented with wax and cork before wire
closuresand eventually today’s
crown caps became
standard.Early bottles were
short and bellshaped,often
clothed with wireslikemason
jars.At that time all bottled
beer contained yeast,which
continued fermenting
as it would in a cask.As
the yeast consumed
remaining sugars in the
beer,it produced carbon
dioxidethat made the
drink fizzy.
Before paper labels,

most breweries
embossed their names
directly into the glass.
Some examples are
engraved and some
have the names in the
glass.Over time,bottles
evolved into the taller,
slimmer shapes familiar
today.
The longstanding

useof brown or
green glasshas a
scientific basis. Sunlight

containsultraviolet rays that degrade proteins
inbeer,reducing shelf life and affecting flavour.
Refrigerationand pasteurisation later made light
protection lesscritical,but tradition kept dark
glass inwidespread use.In recent decades some
breweriesadopted clear bottles to showcasethe
beer’s colour.
Another explanation for brownbottles lies in

glassmakinghistory.Producing crystal clear glass
wasdifficult before industrial techniqueswere
developed,so coloured glasswas the practical
default.Tradition again played its part,and brown
remains the standard.A few beers—suchas
Old SpeckledHenand Badger Tanglefoot—are
marketed inclear bottles,though dark beers
almost never are.Wychwood Hobgoblin briefly
tried clear glassbefore returningto brown.
By law all bottled beersmust display sell-by

dates.In 2009 Iacquired some QueenElizabeth
IISilverJubilee Ales from 1977with damaged
labels.These were strong beers, around 6%.As
they wereof limited collectable value I decided
to drink them,each was excellent.Yes,they

were indark glassbottles
but seemingevidence
that sell-bydates may be
meaninglessfor properly
stored beer.
For the technicallyminded:

exposureto light breaks
down isohumulonesin hops
into free radicals that react
with sulphurcontaining
proteins,forming
3methyl2butene1thiol—
the compound
responsible for the
“lightstruck” or bad
egg smell.Damage
can occur within
minutes insunlight,
and fluorescent
lighting can have the
sameeffect over
a longer period.It
is suggested that
Mexicansbegan
adding limewedges
to beer to maskthe
smelland taste of
sun-damaged beer.

Steve Bury

Bottles
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Sittinginthe pub downing the last drop to
catch that bus;but where is the pub clock?
Now,this is stepping back in time a little,no

pun intended.Some years ago,many breweries
produced advertising invarious forms,some of
whichhave become collectable.Most notable
might be the GuinnessJohnGilroy range of
animals,posters,flying wall toucans,ashtrays,and
lamps.However,they also produced advertising
wall clocks.
Myoriginal introduction to electric advertising

clockswasat number 56,my grandma’s house
wherea KLGsparkplug advert sat silently.
Theglasselectric clock,rather unlikethe large
clockwork item sitting alongside,always caught my
eye.I wasa youngster and at first didn’t realiseit
had to be “plugged in”.It told the correct time but
only twice aday.It was the one thing Iwanted when
gran’s housewascleared; and Istill have that clock.
I can’t recallwhenIbought the first brewery item,

a Guinnessclock,glass with illuminated engraved
characters.I do however remember where I

bought the second
Guinnessclock,
Ihad takenmy
car to Pipecraft in
Essexto have an
exhaustmade.I
sat in the car when
they took it on the
lift,peering out of
the window,there
it was,right at the
top of the wall. A
sumof money
for the tea fund
changed hands
and the clock
went home,much
cheaper than the
custom exhaust.

Someof youmay recalla similaritem at the
Black Lion inLynsted where the writingon the face
looked Dutch but Ibelieve it was Afrikaans.Chris
wouldn’t sellit.
Thenthere was the closingwool shopwith

the Paton and Baldwinsclock.I rue the day I
let the condom clock,adorning a Canterbury
hairdresser’swindow,slip through my fingers.It
was too expensive.I digress,these are all powered
by Smithssectric motors though I’mnot sure
that SmithsClocksmanufactured the wholeitem.
Later models offered byGuinnessandothers
werePerspexwith mainsvoltage motors.Many
other businessesoffered these clocks;there isone
currently in auction for Mitchell&Butlers,and a
“Treat yourself to a Tavern”;whichI think came from
H.&G. SimondsLtd of Reading. Pub wall clocks
could advertise whiskyor cigarettes.The CravenA
red and silverbox type clock became quitepopular
and now rare.I only havea broken one.
Theseclockswere probably not exclusiveto

SmithsasTemco and Ferrantihad a thriving
domestic electric clock following.Unfortunately,
evensome restorers think it isOK to switch the
mainsoriginalclock for amodern quartz battery
unit.To me that is not restoration.
Iknow Fremlinshad glassadvertising signsbut I’ve

yet to comeacrossa clockof thesamestyle,or of
anyother localbrewery.Perhaps youknowbetter,
do let meknow.My collectiondoesnot onlycomprise
advertising itemsbut all synchronouselectric clocks,
glass,bakelite,metal and wooden;from Art Deco
1930sand includingWestcloxandMetamec 1960s
models aswellasa coupleof Goblins!
Brina Snipson

Time Pieces

Astimegoesby

Kent CAMRA County Pub of the Year
Competition 2026 Finalist

Mitchells&ButlersclockandTavernclock

Guinnessclocks
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OnSaturday 23 May,a sweeping change
wasmade to what was the FourCandles
Alehouse,reopening with a newname and

a newinterior layout.
But let usfirst recall the FourCandles– owned

by MikeBeaumont and opened in2012,it was the
twelfth micropub in the UKand the third inThanet.
After a coupleof yearsof sellingother people’s
beers,Mike began to brew hisown at the pub
with paid assistance from brewer PaulWenham-
Jones,plus some advice from EddieGadd of
Ramsgate Brewery.

One time hehad to ask JDWetherspoon to
desist from usinga logo of crossed fork handles
on oneof their pub’s social media pages.Mike had
created this logo for hisbusiness,wasusing it and
had officially trademarked it,Wetherspoon did
comply with the requestand apologised.

Having acquired the Conqueror Alehousein

Trigger’sBroom
AleHouse,
Broadstairs

Ramsgate just in time for Covid,Mike was then
forced to relinquishit in late 2023 as post-Covid
trade was too slow inpicking-up.During this time,
it sold only FourCandlesbeers.The Conqueror has
sincere-opened under newmanagement but still
hasmuchof the external signage that Mikeput
up referencing hisWilliam the Conqueror French
roots.

Beer wise,Mikeproduced mainly cask beer with
a brief period of bottled beers.He used simple
descriptive names,sometimes claiming that no
beer wasever brewed more than once.Names
included;Pecan Porter,Citra Session,Stout,
Pacific IPA,Waimea IPA,GreenHop IPA,Target
Bitter,Juniper Rye,Wheat IPA, Best Bitter plus
many others.The ABVswere almost all between
3.5%and 5%.A FourCandlesbeer was the first
to runout at the Planet Thanet Beer Festival
three years running.The pub was inCAMRA’s
Good Beer Guide 2015, 2017,2018,2019,2020,
2021,2022, 2025 and 2026.All in all,what a great
achievement.

All this said,the pub isnow called Trigger’s
Broom and isrunby PaulWainwright and Albert
Berry,who also run the Albion Innwhich is
twenty feet awayon the other sideof the road.
Incidentally,Mike Beaumont also stepped in
once as licenseefor the Albion Innwhilesome
legal difficulties were ironed out under previous
management there.Mike didn’t want the Albion to

close, lose businessimpetus
and then be converted to a
house.

Today Trigger’sBroom is
not a brewpub though it does
continueto be of modest
sizewith its large windows,
including a newly revealed
window,that give it a senseof
space.It has a mixof high and
regular tables includingsome
outdoor seatingto the front.
Due to limits of floor space
only assistancedogs are
allowed inside.It has two hand
pumps for cask ale plussome
racked caskswith cold water
fed cooling jackets by the bar.

Trigger’s Broom, 1Sowell
Street,St Peters,Broadstairs,
CT102AT – just under half a
mile from Broadstairs Station.
Julian Stone

Seatedonedayat
thebar...

CAMRA

...discussingthemeaning of life,and beer....mainly beer;
whenthe chapsitting nextto me suddenlypronounced;
‘CAMRAmembers.Themost boring people inthe
world.All beardsand beer-gutsdroning onabout real
ale.’
‘Right’ Isaid,‘But you are sitting ina Kentishfree house

enjoyingaffordable pintsof good caskbeer from small
breweriesaround the country.None of whichwould
have beenpossiblewithout CAMRA.’
Mynewfriend laughedcynically,‘So,that wasthen,

what isthe point ofCAMRAtoday?’
It wasa fair challenge.Ratherthan point out my

distinct lackof both beard andbeergut,Ifinished my
pint andwanderedoff to thinkabout what Ishould
havesaid.
Formed 55years ago,CAMRA surprisinglyquickly

changed theface ofBritishpubsand brewing.
Caskaleand handpumpsthat werethen rapidly
disappearing cannowbe foundineventhe remotest
cornersof the land.Beer quality,most certainly
not a givenwhenCAMRAstarted,is nowdrivenby
competition for aGood BeerGuidelistingor aPubof
the Yearachievement,along with industry-runquality
accreditation,inspired and supported by CAMRA.

Guidelistings,awards andbeer festivalsstillmatter.
Theyincentivisepubsand breweriestomaintain high
standards.A CAMRAaward stillannouncesto drinkers
that a pub takesitsbeer seriously.
Despiteall thisactivity wecontinueto losepubsat a

disturbing rate.Escalating costs,businessrates,energy
billsand staff costshave forcedmanypubsinto closure,
asunfortunately weoften report inthesepages.
Without the campaigningworkof CAMRA’slocal
brancheswe wouldhave lost agreat many more.Local
branchesare often the firstto raisethe alarmwhen
a pubisthreatened and the firstto helpcommunities
organiseto protect their localamenity.CAMRA isthe
onlynational body consistentlylobbying for stronger
planningprotections and wascrucial insecuringAsset
of CommunityValuestatus for pubsand closing
loopholes that allowedconversionswithout planning
permission.
Thoselocalbranchesand the thousandsof active

membersaround the countryare CAMRA’sgreatest
strength.No trade body orgovernmentdepartment
hasany similarlevelof grassroots organisation.The
members surveypubs,organise beer festivals,support
localcommunitiesand work to keep localpubsand
beer choicealive.Thisisnot nostalgia.Many of our
pubs and breweriesstillexistbecause local CAMRA
memberscared enoughto act.And,fortunately,
continueto act persistentlyandoften thanklessly.
Mynewfriend may clingto the tired CAMRA

stereotype.Iwill joinhimfor another pint sometime
soonand helphimunderstand that,if hewishesto
continue to enjoy hispubsand choicesof beer,he really
needsto raisea glassand offera wordof thanksto
those boringCAMRAmembers.
DenisPalmer

At the bar
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Kentmay be knownas the Gardenof England
with itsmany lovely,famous estates,but its pub
gardensrarely get the sameattention.When

wasthe last time youvisiteda puband simplyenjoyed
relaxinginits garden?We willtake a brief tour of some
notable town pubs inSwaleand seewhat makestheir
gardens special.

Webegin on the sunkissedIsleof Sheppey.In a
quiet corner of MarineTown,Sheerness,just a stone’s
throw from the seafront,sitsThe Heightsof Alma.
Tuckedat the endof a rowofVictorian terracesand
named after eventsof the CrimeanWar,as aremany
adjoiningstreets,the pub welcomesboth localsand
visitors inits traditional bars.To the rear liesa lovely,
secludedgarden,large enoughfor adozentables
or more,with lawns,a patio and a colourfulmixof
shrubsand floweringplants.A great feature is‘The
Shackat the Back’,a cookhouse servingexcellent,
sensiblypriced pub grub.With its homely,welcoming
atmosphere,it’s wellworth checkingthe pub’swebsite
(https://heightsofalmasheppey.co.uk/)or Facebook
page foropeningtimes.

FromSheppeywehead to TheElephant.31
TheMall,Faversham,long regarded asa bastion

ThePubGardens
of Swale

Pub Gardens

of excellentcaskale.In the front of the building,you
aregreeted witha displayof traditional signage,
colourful planters,wooden casksconverted into
tables and colourfulstained andetched glass. But
the realsurpriseliesbeyond the bar.Through adoor
inthe righthandcorneryouenter acoveredcourtyard
adorned withvintage memorabilia,leadingto a
garden room great forgatheringsand fullof beer
history.Themaingarden isa blazeof colour,with a
smalllawn,tables,a raisedpaved patio and a central
fishpond and fountain.Benches,vines and anarray
of floraand faunacreate aspacethat KewGardens
wouldbe proudof.It’s a lovelyspot to whileaway
the hours—justremembertonipback to the bar for
another pint.

InSittingbourne,look down thedrivewayof
TheRedLionon the HighStreet and you’ll finda
charmingbeer gardenright inthe heart of town.This
historic innhasbeen popular forgenerations,and
itsgreenerysurroundedcobbled courtyard offersa
peaceful,relaxed ambience,whether youare meeting
up for acasualdrinkor lookingto unwindafter a
stressfulday.With plenty of tablesand avaried choice
of aleand lager,it’s a realsummersuntrap.

Ospringe,between Norton Ashand Faversham,
isa placethat seesmuchtraffic mostly justpassing
through—butit’s worth stopping at The ShipInnand
CowShedon the cornerof OspringeStreet and
Ospringe Road.This16thcentury building,operated
by theLamba family since2022,has beenmade
into agarden wonderland.Theaddition of TheCow
Shedhastransformed the place.Fromthe rearof the

pub youstep out onto lushlawns,
patios andseatingareasdesigned
with entertaining inmind.In 2026
the pubwasa finalistinthe British
PubAwardsfor itsrenownedfood
offering.With car parking,a sunny
aspect,outdoor mood lightingand
a livelyatmosphere—especially
whenthe firepit islit—thisisanother
garden wellworth visiting.

Back inFaversham town,The
MarketTavernat 42EastStreet
boastswhat isprobably the largest
beer garden inthe town.During
the summermonths youmay even
seethe Kentishgame ofBat and
Trap being played—onlyahandful
of pubsstillhost thistraditional game,and this isone
of the bestplacesto enjoy it.RunbyTimand Lacey
Stowell,who are also licenseesof TheBear inthe
town centre,the pub isa communityfocused local.In
addition to Bat andTrap there isa walledperimeter
garden,grassy and paved areas,with plentyof bench
seating.It’s alsocloseto the town’s recreation ground

Pub Gardens

if youfancy extendingyour visit in
the town.

Over inQueenborough,The
RoseInn,80HighStreet,offers a
longgardenadjacent to the town’s
historicchurch.Witha tented patio,
lawnsand garden seating,it’s a
pleasant spaceto whileaway the
hours.Treesand atmospheric
lightingmake it especially
appealing inthe evening,and the
coveredevent stage hostsregular
liveacts.

Theseare justa handfulof the
borough’s town pubgardens—
there aremanymorewaitingto

TheShipInnandCowShed be explored.So,when thesunis
shining,whynot set asidea day to discovera fewof
them for yourself?

Nextedition:We’llbe on the lookout around the Swale
countrysideand taking afurther lookat what ison
offer.Look out for futureeditionsof EastKentDrinker.
JohnSissons

HeightsofAlma

TheElephant
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Ramsgatehas
theWorld’s finest
Shelters

In1939Ramsgate wasready for the war,it had built
nearlythree milesof undergroundair raid precaution
ARPshelters.With entrancesallaround the town,

these tunnelssaved thousandsof livesinthemany
raids that followed.The worst was24thAugust 1940
whenover500bombswere dropped on the town ina
5-minute period,killing 31people of allages.
It ispossibleto visit thesesheltersfrom the former

railwaytunnel located inthe EastCliff,justalong from
the harbour.Themuseumisfree to visitand offers
four regulartours,where you areguided underground
into the tunnelsto experiencewhat it waslikeover 85
yearsago. Onespecialtour takesyou above ground
whereyouwalk the route of theTunnels.See www.
ramsgatetunnels.orgfor further information.
Havingdone thistour,Ithought it mightbe interesting

to seewhat pubsare stillopen alongthe route.Of
those that are,some are inthe GoodBeerGuideor are
contenders for inclusion.
Start at theWestCliffon the Paragon (1-Churchill

Tavern). At the top of the stairsfrom the sailor’schurch

History

on the harbour,followAddington Street (2-Queen
Charlotte,3-The Falstaff)to the endand turn left into
WestCliffRoad (4-Bedford Inn,5- Artillery Arms).Then
along CrescentRoad,Vale Square,andMarlborough
Road,then turn right intoNorthAvenue,left into Elms
Avenue,briefly crossing into CannonRoad diagonally
through the carpark to Paradise.Crossthe HighStreet
(6-The Pub,7- Roseof England).Thenturn into Eagle

Hill,crossChathamStreet (8- TheEast
KentArms) into ChathamPlace. Turnright
on to Boundary Road,follow the hilldown
to the lights,(branchingoff to 9- Elephant
andCastle,10-Montefiore Arms,11- The
Honeysuckle Inn).FromBoundaryRoad
go upVictoria Roadto the endwhereyou
seethe GranvilleTheatreat the top of the
East Cliff.Godown the 120Augusta Steps
and youare at theRamsgateTunnels
entrance 100yardsfrom the harbour
(12-RoyalVictoria Pavilion)and allthe
pubson HarbourParade andthe centreof
Ramsgate.
All the pubsincluded are located within

100yards of the ARPtunnel.Check on
CAMRA’sPubFinderfor more information
on the individualestablishments,
camra.org.uk/pubs
Paul Briggs

Maidstone&
MidKentCAMRA
News

Medway
CAMRA
News

Lower Bell,Aylesford:
LicenseeSpencerhas
negotiated a freeof tie
lease fromGreeneKingand
willbe able to sellnon-GK
beersfrom May.
Dirty Habit,Hollingbourne:ReopenedearlyMay
followinganextensiverestoration and updatingafter
the disastrousfire inOctober 2022.
Park Gate, Hollingbourne:Draught Bass,rare in this
area,has proved to be anextremelypopular guest
beer here.
Chequers,Laddingford:CharlesandTracey of this
popular,community focussedpub.have announced
that they willretire inSeptember after 30 years.
Scheduled events willcontinue.Harvey’s SussexBest
ison sale.
CherryTree, Maidstone:Hashad a large-scale refit
courtesy of returning licenseePaulWratten.Harvey’s
SussexBest is on sale.
CoachHouse,Maidstone:Thenewlicensees,Jess
and Shane,have restored cask alewith Fuller’s
London Pride.Open daily 12-12.
First&Last, Maidstone:Recently redecorated,this
wedge-shaped buildingwithan intriguinghistory
servesTimothy TaylorBoltmaker orLandlord.
Stag, Maidstone:Closedby owners,pub group
Stonegate,who are seekingnewmanagement for
thisnormallybusytown-centre pub
MallingJug,WestMalling:Offers discounted £4 pints
noon to 4pmMon-Thurs.Excellentvaluefor quality of
their beers.
Boathouse,Yalding:Closed inJanuary for refit.New
licensesshouldbe inplace by now.
SocialEventsdiary:
mmk.camra.org.uk/diary

Who’da Thought It,
Rochester isMedway
CAMRA’sPub of the Year
2026. Congratulations
to Liz and her team.
Runner-up was last year’s winner, ThePrince
ofAlesin Rainham, which also scooped the
Medway Cider Pub of the Year award
TheKingsArmsinUpper Upnor was placed third.
ThePrinceofAlesrecently showcased their
tenth anniversarybeer festival from the 12th to
15thMarch with ten real ales on offer.
The owners of TheAngelinRainham have
announced they are closing the
pub months after stepping back from their sister
pub the RisingSun in Rochester.The RisingSun
has new tenants but no longer serves real ale.
TheThreeSistersinRainham has been voted
by readers of Kent Messenger Onlineas one
of the top ten pubs in the newspaper’sKent and
Medway food and drink awards 2026
Kae Mendham
(Kae,a long term, very active CAMRAmember
sadly passed away earlier this year)

Maidstone and Medway News

SOLUTION
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English
Breweries
Puzzle

If the answer includes the word ‘Brewery’ (or similar)
this is omitted.The County offers a further clue.

SOLUTION
Found on the previouspage (37)

ACROSS
3. Two props and a hooker? (Cheshire:5,3)
4. Hyde,Richmond or Regents,

for example? (London: 4)
6. An aquatic mammal (Devon:5)
9. Handles for forks? (Kent: 4,7)
13. A brewery run by cockerels?(North Yorkshire:8)
15.A happy Jack Tar!

(East Yorkshire: 5,6)
16. Hownow? (North Yorkshire: 5,3)
17. Garfield, for example?

(Norfolk: 3,3)
18.A wild,howling dog- or a Gladiator? (Norfolk: 4)
20.The sea between GBand the USA (Cornwall:8)
21. Black, Brown- or Roland? (West Yorkshire:3)
22. A brewery risen from the ashes?(Manchester: 7)
23. Where you make beer- or horseshoes?(Devon:5)
24.Hopefully this brewery won’t have a great fall!

(Norfolk: 6,6)
25. An old-fashioned firearm.(Kent,6)
27.A black and white bird- beloved of NUFC

supporters? (Nottinghamshire: 6)
28. Friar Tuck goes airborne? (Wiltshire:6,4)

DOWN
1. Worn on the feet! (Herefordshire: 5)
2. A place for shipsto take shelter.(Cornwall:7)
5. A now rare mammal,pushed out by its grey

American cousins! (Hertfordshire: 3,9)
7. A place for trains,runners or racing cars!

(Manchester: 5)
8. Underground mammals known as gentlemen in

black velvet waistcoats.(Wiltshire: 5)
10. Donald joinsDaisy,Huey,Dewey and Louie at the

disco? (Derbyshire: 7,4)
11. Like Sheppey, for example? (Isleof Wight: 6)
12.A black- or even Pink- big cat! (Norfolk: 7)
14. A small house? (Somerset: 7)
17. Sittingbourne, Faversham,Margate, Ashford and

Sheerness, for example? (West Yorkshire: 4,5)
18.A brewery for a fast dog,smaller than a greyhound?

(West Yorkshire: 7)
19.Out of prison at last! (Staffordshire: 7)
25.A brewery to dance around in the springtime?

(Nottinghamshire: 7)
26. The tall,pointed part of a church(Derbyshire:5)

Puzzle

Wantsum Brewery Ltd. St Nicholas-at-Wade Canterbury Kent CT7 0PT
For Trade&Wholesale Enquiries email sales@wantsumbrewery.co.uk

Come and enjoy super fresh, traditional & uniqueales right where it is brewed.
We regularly rotate the beers available on draft so there is always

something different week on week.

Friday & Saturday: 2pm - 8pm
Sunday:11am - 5pm

TAPROOM
OPENING TIMES
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Tel: 01227 910135

Visit our website:
wantsumbrewery.co.uk

Wehaveplenty of heated and
non-heated indoor space,

as well as plenty of outdoor space.
Wealso offer a range ciders, wines,

snacks and soft drinks.
Pleaseask a member of staff about
vegan friendly beers & allergens.

WANTSUM TAPROOM &SHOP




